
JULY 2014                      NEWSLETTER OF THE SOUTH AFRICAN ALPACA BREEDERSô SOCIETY                       PAGE 1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                     S.A.A.B.S. ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING  
 

                         8.30 FOR 9.00 AM AT QUENTI ALPACAS, WELLINGTON 

ON SATURDAY 9TH AUGUST 2014 

BY KIND PERMISSION OF STEPHEN AND LINDA NESSWORTHY.  

R.S.V.P.  PLEASE CONFIRM YOUR ATTENDANCE AS SOON AS POSSIBLE 

TO DI KRUGER ON 079 895 4121 OR VIA EMAIL TO Di.Kruger@rmb.co.za   REFRESHMENTS 

WILL BE PROVIDED AT 8.30 AM AND  

A LIGHT LUNCH AT A COST OF R150.00 PER PERSON. 

PLEASE BRING YOUR ALPACA  PRODUCTS WITH YOU TO  

DISPLAY AND SHARE WITH MEMBERS.  

 

 

LESSONS FROM THE FIBRE 

FAIR é HOW TO RE-THINK 

VALUE AND MOVE BACK TO 

OLD WORLD VALUES IN A 

TIME OF ECONOMIC  CRISIS 
 

By Crystal van Ryneveld 

 

Every year I help my Mum out at her 

Wakkerstroom Natural fibre Handcraft Fair. This 

year, at the first cold snap, the Fair opened on a 

beautiful country morning. The hall was filled 

with wondrous colours and ingenious crocheted, 

knitted and woven things, and a happy murmur of 

the ladies meeting up again. Everyone was in 

anticipation of the good shoppers we always get at 

the Fair. But, in between quick cups of coffee, a 

disturbing trend arose. The browsers werenôt the 

same. 

 

One browser came back three times um-ing and 

ah-ing over a shawl and grappling with the cost of 

it in her mind. It was priced at R1500. It was soft, 

warm, hypo-allergenic and absolutely unique 

mushroom-coloured fleece; a special blend. It was 

hand spun and crocheted. The shopper looked torn 

and extremely unhappy. Another lady came back 

twice to look at a scarf for R300 that she felt was 

too long and she only wanted a scarf half the 

length and, she made it very clear with stern look 

on her face, half the price! 

 

We had a basket full of balls of thick, hand spun 

black merino, fluffy piles of angora beenies and 

scarves, soft and lighter than air, silvery 

shimmering bamboo baby blankets, and the piece 

de resistance, an array of exquisite alpaca shawls 

and hand spun yarn. Yet it was as if a certain part 

of the crowd expected us to sell things at the same 

price as machine made polyester goods from 

China.  

 

I realised I felt strongly about all of this. Survival 

pressure means we grab what we need, yes. Cheap 

prices mean we can get what we want right away. 

And we can also change our minds all the time and 

get a new cheap duvet cover set or jersey each 

season. But then we are trapped, as those unhappy 

shoppers were, in a world moving too fast, with no 

sense of joy or meaning, and to boot, a wardrobe 

of trendy bad-quality items that need replacing 

each season. Seems like itôs time to look at some 

old-world values. 
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1. Slowing Down 

 

Yes, the world has shifted under our feet. There is 

this global economic crisis, a government riddled 

with corruption and ineptitude, and technology 

that has sped everything up so much we are all 

running to keep up. Itôs a potent combination to 

make us all edgy and stressed on some level. Yet 

every browser at the Fair who was too hurried and 

stressed to stop and enjoy the feel of something in 

their hands, missed the moment. The gorgeous 

country air. The sense of possibility in a room full 

of passionate, creative women. They also missed 

the point of the Fair, which is to celebrate these 

old world skills that automatically ground us in a 

sense of meaning and creative expression. They 

take Time, Patience, Care and Love.  

 

Iôve watched my Mom spin, next to the fire, with 

the dogs at her feet and the sensation is 

indescribable. It is as if someone turned back the 

clock to a quieter time and as the rhythmic 

movement of the wheel lulls you into a happiness, 

quite unlike anything the modern world has to 

offer. Things were valued more when they didnôt 

take five minutes to buy, but took months to make. 

A section of a personôs life was invested in that 

rug, or jersey or quilt. They were handed down in 

families and valued because of this. 
 

We need to slow down again to reconnect to a 

sense of the world that is steady, reliable and kind. 

When we slow down, everything comes back into 

focus. A day is there for living, even if you can 

afford something at the fair. And also, itôs not 

actually expensive to buy a shawl for R1500 if itôs 

going to last you 20 years. Itôs timeless, exquisite 

and functional. It is certainly cheaper over the long 

term, than buying a new shawl every other year 

from a chain store that is trendy, and bad quality.   

 

So how else do we change our values? How do we 

go back to a quieter, calmer time, at least in our 

own minds, and make better decisions?   

 
2. Stop participating in false economy 

 

A ñfalse economyò is an action that saves money 

at the beginning but which, over a longer period of 

time, results in more money being spent or wasted 

than being saved.ò- Wikipedia 

 

Iôm probably not allowed to name names in this 

article, but this is about a really well-known chain-

store that used to be a symbol of quality. My t-

shirts have faded to a strange sort of grey, black 

and white alike, and my jerseys have lasted one 

winter before turning misshapen and bobbly. It 

seems they are buying from the same places as 

low-end stores, just with slightly more fashionable 

styling. These were not cheap items, still a few 

hundred rand for a jersey, but it turns out, they are 

bad quality.  I have decided to no longer shop 

there, even though Iôve been shopping there since I 

was a girl. Iôm just not willing to do it anymore. I 

feel that stress rising and I feel let down.  

 

I feel the opposite, however, when I wear a 

chunky, cabled jersey my Mum knitted for my 

Dad thatôs over 30 years old. I wear it often and 

still get compliments. Iôve had the elbows re-

knitted, but otherwise itôs perfect. I have strict 

instructions for hand washing and care because I 

really value this jersey. So Iôm not saying these 

clothes I bought look bad because I have some 

kind of unrealistic standard in my mind, they are 

simply not made to last. 
 

So, slowing down also means being able to make 

better decisions about how to spend your money. 

Saving up for an item these days is almost unheard 

of! Taking time to choose with care something that 

will last you for a long time is also rare. Yet it is 

how we used to live, when things of value were 

worth saving for, and worth looking after. It 

creates a sense of value, which we often 

experience as love. Do get into a habit of 

questioning your own purchases. Is buying cheap 

food bad for your health in the long run? Is buying 

cheap clothes actually the more expensive option? 

 
3. Be brave and find a signature style  

 

One evening when I was in my early twenties, I 

remarked with youthful consternation that I only 

had one pretty summer evening dress and I was 

faced with wearing it out again. My best girl-

friend had recently returned from her studies in 

Europe and she said, ñBut I LOVE you in that 

dress. Parisian women choose dresses that they 

will wear for years. That will be their signature 

look. They donôt follow trends.ò She was right. I 

changed shoes, belts, accessories over the years, 

and it was as if the dress was reinvented. 
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She freed me from needing to keep up with the 

trends and waste money on re-buying core 

wardrobe pieces each year. I did have to overcome 

the fear of being judged, somehow, but it was 

worth it.  

 

I applied this on a trip to London and holding my 

breath, bought a pair of pants that nearly broke my 

bank. I wore them for ten years. They were so 

classic, just a pair of black pants, but they fitted 

me perfectly, and I always knew Iôd feel good in 

them. I spent the same amount on a pair of jeans 

two years ago, and they are still perfect. Not 

everything thatôs expensive is good quality! But 

certainly good quality is worth paying for.  

 

And then, there was this jersey at the fair that was 

quite unbelievable. It was bright oranges, gold and 

red and had large sections of fluff and shaggy bits. 

Oh my, I couldnôt help raising an eyebrow because 

it was quite a statement! But you know what?  It 

too is timeless, because it is absolutely unique. 

Anyone wearing it would firstly bring happiness to 

everyone they encountered, and secondly it would 

also last for 20 years. It was well made and was a 

brave expression. A signature style, whether 

classic or outrageous, fits the bill of everything 

weôre looking for; reliable, cost effective 

happiness. 

 
4. Connect to older ways of living 

 

We are a young culture. We have had a 

tumultuous clash of many influences that has only 

recently started to settle into some kind of national 

identity. We actually have the chance to make our 

own contribution, right now, to the values that our 

collective South African culture will hold in the 

long term. I saw a loss of belonging, of meaning, 

of happiness in those hurried browsers. I saw the 

worlds depressive qualities radiating from them, 

when the women participating in the fair, and 

those browsers drinking it all in, radiated an alive 

happiness, no matter what their financial woes. I 

believe that their hobbies or livelihoods that 

include hand crafts, are a large part of this. It 

grounds you in the moment, in your own creative 

self-expression, and in community. 

We can revive what our grandparents and 

ancestors used to live by, by thinking about it, 

talking about it and above all, including it in your 

living.  Making family time with no TV, cooking 

meals together and definitely, choosing only that 

which brings more happiness and meaning to your 

life, not less. A hand craft is one way to ground 

you in your own sense of continuity with life and 

to bring you the peace that comes with immersion 

in a creative pursuit. But every one of us can think 

of other ways to do this, and if we do, if we take 

the time to think about it, then we have the special 

gift, sitting there, in our minds, that could help a 

lot of people.   

 

So yes, I choose to focus on Quality and got my 

Momôs vintage coat altered to fit me! Yes I took 

home a bag of goodies from the Fair that will 

require time I canôt imagine that I have! And yes, 

Iôm choosing to slow down and enjoy the quality 

of my moments by stopping to breathe, and look 

out of the window and just not turn on the telly for 

a bit. Right now, Iôm doing it with this article in a 

quiet winter study with a cat on my lap, sharing 

with you. Because these were my lessons from the 

Fair, where the vast uncaring world reached its 

long fingers all the way into the little town of 

Wakkerstroom, and left me chilled. Wasnôt it 

lucky I had an Angora rabbit beanie and my 

Alpaca jersey to keep me warm? 

 

 
 

                    The Author wearing alpaca 

 

 

 

 



JULY 2014                      NEWSLETTER OF THE SOUTH AFRICAN ALPACA BREEDERSô SOCIETY                       PAGE 4 

NEXT MONTHôS NEWSLETTER IS 

ñALPACA PRODUCTS ISSUEò é!!!  
 

 

WHAT IS EVERYONE DOING OUT THERE?  
 

The thrust of our own business is to sell the finished knitted and woven alpaca product.  If I am asked for 

alpaca knitting yarn ï which we do not sell ï I put people in touch with Verena.  If people ask us for woven 

blankets, which we do not make, I put them on to Kerstin.  We only make chunky bed socks, not dress socks 

so when we are asked for dress socks I refer people to Linda and Stephen, and for rugs as well.  I refer to 

Debbie people looking for felt and felted products.  And if someone is looking for a Suri alpaca when we sell 

only Huacaya I will advise them to contact Eva.  If I do not know who makes what and who sells what then I 

am not able to refer people which results in a loss for us ï us the alpaca industry.  If I am not able to refer 

someone to another breeder that potential customer goes away disappointed ï disappointed in the alpaca 

industry.   
 

 
 

                                                                               Helderstroomôs gentsô pullovers 
 

Next month August is not only AGM month but our newsletter is going to feature a Products section. 

Please send me a few paragraphs describing the main thrust of your businesses ï and photographs - so we can 

showcase your products.  If we do not share this information with fellow breeders how can we guide 

shoppers in your direction?  Let us know what we are all doing and help to get our products off our shelves. 
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TO MOTHPROOF OR NOT TO MOTHPROOF 
Fenella van Ryneveld 

 

 
 

Any fleece bearing animal has the capacity to 

harbour moth eggs in their fibre. These eggs can 
lie dormant, waiting for the right conditions to 
hatch. Ordinary washing of fibre even in hot water 
up to 60oC in a wool friendly washing agent will 
not eliminate or kill these eggs.  From my 
research I have come up with two options: 
 

1. The chemical route  - Eulan  (cheaper 
than Mitten)  This product is classed as 
being a permanent mothproofing agent 
and by that it is meant that the fibre, yarn 
or garment is protected for 24 washes. 

 
Eulan comes in a liquid form and may be sprayed 
onto raw fleece (both sides when laid out) and left 
to penetrate for 24 hours. 
 
Mix 2.4g (approx. 2mls) Eulan with 100 mls cold 
water. The fibre does NOT have to be simmered 
at 60oC for 20 minutes as commonly thought. 
Put in pillow case and spin (not tumble dry) on 
Low in your washing machine and/or spread out  
on mesh table (if you have one) out of direct 
sunlight to dry. 
 
If anyone is interested you may contact Graham 
Grimmer who is a Eulan and fibre dyes supplier, a 
product imported from USA.  Eulan sells at 
R365.00 per litre. He will post to anywhere in 
Southern Africa. 
 
Cell: 082 469 6318 
Tel/fax 041 379 1956 
e-mail ggdyescape@gmail.com 
Website www.dyescape.weebly.com 
 
According to Graham who has worked in the 
textile/fibre industry for 25 years it is absolutely  
imperative to mothproof fibre especially if it is 
contained in a cover such as cushions, duvets,  

 
pillows, woven wall hangings, carpets. To quote 
him, ñYou are asking for trouble if you donôtò. 

 
To wash your picked/sorted fibre yourself: 
For every 1 kg fibre add 1.5 ml Eulan and 1 
teaspoon of vinegar. (the vinegar creates a 
slightly acid environment which fibre chemicals 
prefer). Fill washing machine with cold water, 
Eulan and vinegar, just enough to cover fibre. Do 
not turn your machine on. Leave to soak for 20 
minutes. Do not agitate fibre. Remove and empty 
washing machine. Place fleece in a pillow case 
and spin on Low or for a few minutes. It is advised 
to put your washing machine through one rinse 
cycle just to clean your machine. 

 
To wash your spun, moth proofed skeins use a 
detergent specially formulated for baby clothes at 
a Ph. of 10.5. ñSunlightò and ñPick and Payò both 
make one and I am sure there are others. 

 
The consensus, from three ñfibre fanaticò sources, 
is that Woolite contains far more chemicals than 
the above washing powders. 
 
There was a question put to me about how 
ñorganicò is moth proofing with a chemical. Well 
the answer is, it is not, but then neither is any 
detergent or a fabric softener organic.                                                                            
 

2. The ñorganicò route  ï the freezer  
Place bags of sorted and dehaired fibre or 
cleaned/picked fibre or washed/ de-haired 
into the freezer for 48 hours.  Allow to 
defrost and spin and wash as above. 

 
Interestingly all museums receiving animal or 
plant exhibits use the freezer method to avoid any 
contamination of existing exhibits. 

 
Obviously this method will not stop your fibre, yarn 
or garment from becoming contaminated again. 

mailto:ggdyescape@gmail.com
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The buyers of any natural fibre need to made 
aware of this. 
 
There are many ways to protect against fish 
moths, mice and moth eggs etc:- 
 

(i) Cedar wood blocks; 
(ii) Lavender bags or bunches of lavender; 

(iii) Bars of Lux soap placed in bags, 
cupboards or on shelves; 

(iv) Periodically move your natural fibre, in 
whatever form, to another place; 

(v) Bunches of khakibos are good for 
garages or outside store rooms.  Quite 
a pungent smell so probably not so 
nice amongst your woollies. 

 
 

SOME FURTHER POINTS ON 
MOTH REPELLANTS  

Debbie Braunlich: 
 

 

Herbal Repellant 

There are many herbs that repel moths, 

including lavender flowers, rosemary, 
eucalyptus leaves and bay leaf. If you have an 
herb garden, these herbs are easy to grow. If 
not, select fragrant dried herbs. Mix them 
together in a potpourri with some dried lemon 
peel. Add some essential oils of lavender or 
rosemary and it stir gently. Spoon the mixture 
onto squares of toile, and tie it closed with 
ribbons. Loop them over the hangers or toss 
into the storage boxes. 

Cedar 

Fragrant cedar is also a moth repellent. You can 
add cedar chips to the potpourri or put them in 
the storage containers. You can also consider 
building a cedar chest that will store the 
woolens and protect them at the same time. If 
you already have a chest, you can line it with 
cedar planks. If you're handy with woodworking 
tools, or know someone who is, build your own 
chest. Or look for them in flea markets, antique 
stores or estate sales. To protect clothing in 
drawers, place some cedar shavings in a muslin 
bag and tie it tightly closed 

Lavender 

Believed to keep away not just moths but also 
spiders and scorpions, lavender is a pleasant-
smelling herb that will get the job done without 
toxic chemicals. Lavender is also a popular herb 
for cooking and using in teas. Simply fill sachets 
with dried lavender leaves and flowers and place 
them wherever necessary. 

Clove Apples 

A clove apple is created by wrapping a ribbon 
around a winter apple, pressing whole cloves 
into the apple's surface until the entire apple is 
covered, rolling the apple in cinnamon, ground 
cloves and orris root and then leaving it to dry 
out wrapped in a piece of tissue paper. As the 
apple shrinks, its pores will tightly hold the 
cloves, and the scent will ward off moths 
through the summer. Hang the apples in coat 
closets or place them inside drawers and chests. 

Plastic Bags 

If herbs are not your forte, then consider using 

basic cleaning and storage principles to keep the 

moths away. Wash and dry all clothing well before 

placing it in storage. Place all garments in sealed 

plastic bags. If you are looking to save space, use 

vacuum bags and remove any air from the bag to 

compress the clothes. 

  

Killing Existing Moths Naturally 

If moths have already infested your home, you'll 
need to kill them before using any repellent. To 
kill moths naturally, place any moth -infested 
clothes into plastic bags and seal the bags. Then 
place the bags in your freezer for three days. 
This kills all existing moths and larvae. Finally, 
wash or dry-clean the clothes to remove any 
remaining moth eggs. 
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Effectiveness of Natural Repellents 

Herbal moth repellent methods are as effective 
as chemical methods for one year. After this 
time, the herbs begin losing their strong smell. 
Cedar chests remain effective for as long as you 
own them. Cedar chips, on the other hand, are 
effective for only one year, as the chips' oil dries 
out. 

              
 

Carpet moth with and without its cocoon 

 

òCOURT JESTERó  

A SAD STORY WITH A HAPPY ENDING  

C ourt Jester was born at Helderstroom at 10 in 

the morning o n the 11th of June this year ï   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

                      Sheila, and Jester one hour old 
 

rather later in the season than our norm.  Sheila 
his mum had been bred to Einstein, a lovely white 
male belonging to Kerstin and Dietmar.   Jester 
was an 8.5 kg cria and although we were there to 
help with the birthing, he popped out seemi ngly 
unscathed.   All was not well after the birth.  Sheila  
was tired, we thought from the effort of having 
given birth to quite a big boy and preferred to lie 
down instead of feed her new cria.   
 
What we did not know then was that whilst being 
born he had put a foot through his motherôs 
uterus, fatally rupturing the wall .  Sheila died 
leaving Jester orphaned at three days old.  
Everyone hates losing an alpaca especially one 
with such a gentle and kind disposition.  In the 
short time after his birth that she remained alive 
and for as long as she was able she was the most 
attentive and loving  mother.     
                                                                                                                           

 
The regime of bottle feeding is not new to us as we 
bottle fed the tiny twin Pepper five years ago when 
she popped out at 2.4 kilograms with bunged up 
nose, unable to hold her head up and rejected by 
mum to boot, a very different story from this big 
healthy boy.   
 
At night Jester is in  the nursery pen with four 
mums and four other cria.  His modus operandi is 
to creep up on an unsuspecting mum who is 
suckling her own cria and sneak in between it and 
her tail, therefore out of scent reach!  It is difficult 
for us to know how much milk he  gets but at six 
weeks old he is already well over 15 kilograms, and 
rising .   
 
 

                 Jester aged four days, and all alone 
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We religiously give him his bottle feeds five times 
a day and then he gets his extra nums from a  
choice of four other, I would not say willing , 
mums but mums very definitely coerced into 
providing for this little  orphaned fellow.   He is 
extremely persistent and extremely successful.   
 
Weôve changed his name from Court Jester to 
Court Stealing. 

 
 
 

      
 

                     Court Jester Court Stealing 
 

 

 

LETTER FROM THE EDITOR 

Well youôve got to have a sense of humour é 

yes we did Kirkwood at the end of last month and 

talk about freezing é I donôt think we have ever 

been so cold in our lives.  Four daysô driving, a 

week away from home and a one hour fifteen 

minute commute in the dark each morning and 

evening.  Mad?  Iôll say so.  One thing is for 

certain and that is that even when your eyelashes 

are sticking together with frost and morale is at a 

singularly low ebb Debbieôs alpaca felt insoles are 

the greatest things for your feet in temperatures of 

minus four degrees centigrade!   
 

                                                                                                 Our welcome table at the Kirkwood Wildsfees 
 

 

Despite excellent press coverage for alpacas for this event, (we being newcomers), as well as TV and several 

other media interviews, it was the wrong venue for our products, the noise was unbelievable, the clientele 

werenôt into alpaca although sheep farmers were interested in the guardian aspect.  It was rather like being at 

one of our earlier markets eight or so years ago when nobody had any idea what alpaca is all about.   We did 

LOTS of talking.  However, Marion and Marcoôs generous hospitality more than made up for the cold and 

early starts each morning and the long showground days.  A fairly last minute circular had advised that all 

stallholders would be obliged to trade until 8 oôclock at night ï or risk the wrath of management.  Let me tell 

you this doesnôt work for natural fibres and as soon as it became dark and the moths flew in to the light of the 

tent and dropped on to our precious goodies é well that did it for me ...  (and I hadnôt read Fenellaôs and 

Debbieôs mothproofing articles by then)!  And poor old Pablo and Dôartagnan who stood patiently in their 

boma were fed up with being poked and pushed by enquiring fingers.   

 

What was both galling and flattering at the same time ï you could say the good news and the bad news ï is 

that from around 350 stalls we were rated in the top six é and yet we sold so little.  All a learning curve I 

suppose.  Marion and Marco know how grateful we were for the wonderful evening meals, the roaring log 

fire, plenty to drink and laugh about, and a warm bed.  Our mohair friends were kindness itself, flattering in 

the extreme and interested in our product.  We were back to back with their tent ï sorry, their mobile palace 

with glass sliding doors ï yet we were happy to receive visitors to our stand who remarked, ñbut alpaca is 

SOOO much softer than mohairò!  I rest my case. 
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ALPACAS FOR SALE IN THE WESTERN CAPE  
Further details supplied on request 

 
Pregnant female:  CCAALL YYPPSSOO:  dark brown, 1 year 8 months, due date 15th May 

2015 :  MC 18.7; SL 145;  CF 98.4%   
Price R25,000.00  

Males:  MM OOOONN   RRII VVEERR:  white, 7 years 3 months, neutered   
Price R7,000.00  
XX AAVVII EERR:  white, 5 years, 5 months,   neutered   
Price R7,000.00  
BBLL AACCKK   JJ AACCKK :  black, 1 year 7 months, unneutered   
Price R7,000.00  

Contact:  Debbie Braunlich , Cell:  08 2 455 1601  
 

CAPE GUILD OF WEAVERS AND SPINNERS ANNUAL  

HAND SPINNING COMPETITION 2014  

I am so proud to say that for the fifth year running Helderstroom Alpacas has brought home the Cape Guild 

of Weaversô and Spinnersô trophy for hand spinning.  We have competed for this award since 2010 and can 

happily report that Brenda Willemse won it two years in a row before her colleague Theresa Jansen took the 

title from her for the following two years.  Last week, on the 19th of July and after only four months 

spinning, our new lady Maritza Okkers has brought the trophy back to Helderstroomôs studio for a further 

year.   

 

                                              
                             Maritza with familiar SAABS face,                                         Close-up look at the winning skein                                
                           and veteran spinning judge Verena! 
 

For those interested in spinning techniques this is a plied skein entitled Zebra, spun in undyed black and 

white royal baby alpaca fibre on a traditional Ashford wheel.  The first single is variegated, i.e. spun by 

drafting black and white fibre simultaneously into one single, then plying that single against a solid white 

single.  This forms a delightful self-patterning yarn when knit as a finished garment.  Maritza joined our team 

in March this year and is already producing great yarns for us.  She is married with three children and lives 

on a neighbouring farm in the same valley as Helderstroom.   
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Barberôs pole worm in alpacas  

There has been more than one recent alpaca death by 

the gastrointestinal parasite Haemonchus Contortus or 

Barberôs Pole Worm, so called because the adult 

female worm has a white tubular shaped uterus that 

winds around the blood-filled tubular gut giving it the 

appearance of a barberôs pole. 

 
 

Barberôs Pole worm kills quickly and in high numbers 

if animals are left unattended and untreated.  

 

Alpacas are bought and sold, moved from one farm to 

another, which is why utmost care should be taken to 

quarantine, deworm, check for anaemia, loose poos or 

any other signs of illhealth.  Anaemia in alpacas may 

be recognised by examining the mucus membranes in 

the mouth, vulva of females and around the eyes for 

loss of colour.   

 

Because one has not had BPW on your farm it should 

not be assumed that it isnôt there.  It could well just be 

lying dormant waiting to rear its ugly head when 

warmer weather comes. 

 

I have dipped into many long articles on the internet 

written about Barberôs Pole worm (Ed.) and rather than 

print pages and pages in the newsletter my advice 

would be to research this evil parasite.  The lifecycle is 

such that adult BP worms are located in the third 

compartment of the stomach, veterinarily known as C3.  

The worm attaches itself to the stomach lining and 

sucks blood.  The female BPW can lay between 5,000 

and 10,000 eggs per day. 

 

The voracity of this BPW is such that it can suck up to 

.05 ml of blood every day in sheep.  An animal 

harbouring 2,000 worms loses 100 ml blood per day. In 

other words it takes only 10 days for the BPW to 

consume one litre of blood. It would therefore not take 

long at all to kill a 50 kilogram sheep, with around four 

litres of blood in its body. 

 
 

 

 

 
 
                                        
 

 
 
 
                                                                        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

"A SOCIETY GROWS GREAT WHEN MEN PLANT TREES IN WHOSE SHADE THEY KNOW THEY'LL NEVER SIT "  
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